Dear Committee Members:
 
Will your recommendations include a clear, and perhaps broader, definition of a CCRC?  This would recognize the current trend towards rental agreements rather than an entrance fee and with access to assisted living/memory care and skilled nursing, not necessarily at the same location?
 
Thank you for your consideration of this concern.
 
Caroline Jacobs
President of the Massachusetts LifeCare Residents Association (MLCRA)

Dear Commission members:
 
As a follow-up to my earlier questions, here is an excerpt from the Consumer Guide to Continuing Care Retirement Communities (CCRCs), reprinted by the Washington CCRA (WaCCRA) in their newsletter.
 
"What is a CCRC, Actually?
A Continuing Care Retirement Community (CCRC) is an organization that provides a secure and comfortable place for senior citizens to live, with an agreement that assures a continuum of care as their needs change over time through the rest of their lives.  CCRCs generally include independent living residences which are rented on a monthly basis, memory care facilities, assisted living, and skilled nursing.  Some contracts require a substantial uip-front deposit (a percentage of which is refundable) in addition to the monthly rent."
 
I thought you might like to see this broader definition.  Thank you again for the opportunity to attend the open hearing today and for considering our input.
 
Caroline Jacobs
MLCRA President

