2030 Census Preparation (Addresses)
[Note: This document was prepared by the Committee on the Census on October 6, 2025 to help Senators work with municipalities on address list issues.]
Why now?
· The census count is the basis of congressional representation, in-state redistricting, and federal formula funding – a complete count is critical.
· Complete count depends on a complete address list for every community – every single housing unit should be on the list
· Municipalities can contribute to a complete address list through the statutory Local Update of Census Address Program which will run in 2027 and 2028.  
· Building the local master address database to support LUCA participation takes years and municipalities can start preparing now.
· Municipalities can also contribute to block definitions through the Block Boundary Suggestion Program which will begin in December 2025.
Basic questions to ask municipal leaders
· Are you aware of the Block Boundary Suggestion Program and the Local Update of Census Address Programs?
· Are you starting to think about how to prepare for them? 
· Do you feel that your team includes a person who can lead preparation for them?
Additional capacity assessment questions
· Do you have a by-law or policy designating an address assignment authority 
· Have you adopted address standardization regulations?
· Do you have a consolidated master list of all addresses?
· Is there an officer responsible for maintaining the master list?
· How are address changes shared across departments and with MassGIS?
· Does current staff have prior experience with technical preparation for the Census?
· Group quarters can raise special challenges (and opportunities for automation)
· Do you have a relationship with the leaders of colleges and universities that have dormitories?
· Do you have a relationship with inpatient human service providers?
· Do you have community partners who can help identify challenges?
Challenge assessment questions 
· Are there special issues in your city or town that will make identifying every address a challenge?
· Hidden housing units or accessory dwelling units
· New or rapid housing development or conversions
· High share of rental housing with multiple units
· Z ip codes inconsistent with municipal boundaries
· Group quarters (dormitories, prisons, long-term care facilities)
· Are there special issues in your city or town that will make identifying every person at each address a challenge (challenges we will focus on later in the process) ?
· Families doubled-up in housing units
· Large percentage of immigrants or immigrant-adjacent families
· Part-time residents, “snowbirds” or seasonal housing
· Poor internet access
· Highly transient populations: unhoused, sheltered, living in campgrounds, RVs in parking areas
· On campus and off campus student populations
· Language barriers
State-level resources to offer municipal leaders
· Secretary of State Census Division: census@sec.state.ma.us
· UMass Donahue Institute: Susan Strate; sstrate@umass.edu; 413-577-0753



Future Hearing Topics for Committee on the Census 
· Census participation – outreach, trust
· Lessons from 2020
· Outlook for 2030	
· Key organizations
· Citizenship
· Race definition changes
· Policy 
· Redistricting
· Census measurement accuracy
· Rent burden
· Other issues
· Current changes in Census Bureau
· Generally
· 2030 census
· Population trends 
· MA vs country
· Regional
· Specific community issues 
· Boston undercount?

