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Chapter 40 of MGL governs the powers and duties of cities and
towns.
Sections 4 and 4A of this chapter authorize two or more governmental
units to enter into agreements for the joint operation of public
activities. Section 4K of Chapter 40 concerns public works municipal
mutual aid agreements.

Section 1 amends Chapter 40 of MGL by adding a new section after
Section 4K, Section 4L. This section adds new regulations for a
construction project affecting or relative to the building of structures
(bridges) in or over navigable or tide waters that impacts 2 or more
municipalities.

This section prohibits a construction project from commencing until the
affected municipalities have entered into an inter-municipal agreement,
which would include the following provisions:
e A buffer zone around the construction area
e A determination if an alternative inter-municipal option is
available other than the construction project
¢ A cost-benefit analysis of the proposed project, plus a review of
the short- and long-term environmental impact
¢ A requirement to assist neighboring communities and
neighborhoods to address infrastructure needs
e Written, binding procedures for joint cooperative planning for the
project
e A consideration of the needs of surrounding communities on
quality of life, traffic, health, environmental impact
¢ An agreement to utilize state, regional, and municipal planning
agencies to serve as facilitators toward intermunicipal



cooperation, including citizen representatives and non-elected
officials as participants

This section requires each inter-municipal agreement to include:

The names of each participating municipality

The effective date and term of agreement

The general purpose of the agreement

Specificity to what costs will be shared, if any

How municipalities may terminate participation

How the agreement may be amended

An acknowledgement of the acceptance of liability under the
agreement

The specific lines of communication among participating
municipalities

A description of any applicable dispute resolution processes

Once the inter-municipal agreement is accepted by a majority vote
of each legislative body of the municipality and is approved by each
chief executive officer, each municipality shall petition the General
Court for approval of the agreement. Upon passage by the General
Court and approval the by the Governor, the inter-municipal
agreement shall be binding on the municipalities and the
construction may begin pursuant to the agreement.



