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Prior History:     Refile of H.2044 (Study Order H.4573) 
   
Current Law:      Chapter 40A Section 10 of MGL gives applicants for a variance one 

year to exercise those rights once granted, otherwise those rights 
lapse. The permit granting authority may extend that deadline upon 
written application by the grantee if the application is made within the 
one-year period. If the extension is not granted within 30 days of the 
request, and the one-year period expires, then a new notice and 
hearing must take place.  
  
Section 11 of this chapter contains the public hearing procedure for 
zoning-related issues. These include:   

• Publication in the local newspaper twice in two weeks, with the 
first at least 14 days before the hearing 

• Mail notice to parties of interest where required (petitioner, 
abutters, abutters of abutters within 300 feet of the property, 
even if the property is in another town, planning board of 
town(s))  

• Information to be included in notice (name and address of 
petitioner, date, time, location of hearing, subject matter, nature 
of action or relief requested) 

  
     Chapter 358 of the Acts of 2020 included a series of revisions to  
     Chapter 40A of MGL, which applies to most cities and towns in MA. 

  
Summary:          This legislation would insert language stating that any additional public 

hearings that are held after the initial public hearing to consider a 
proposed zoning variance shall follow the same notification 
requirements to all parties in interest.   

  
                            This would include notifications, publication of notices, mailing, and 

posting of such information. The law prescribes how, when, and to 
whom such notices shall be mailed and published.   



 


