July 17th, 2020
Britany Caruso
130 Waverley Street
Belmont, MA 02478
Senator William Brownsberger
24 Beacon Street, Room 319
Boston, MA 02133
Dear Senator William Brownsberger,
My name is Britany Caruso and I live at 130 Waverley Street, Belmont, MA 02478. As your constituent, I write to
you today to express my staunch opposition to S.2800, a piece of hastily-thrown-together legislation that will
hamper law enforcement efforts across the Commonwealth. It robs police officers of the same Constitutional Rights
extended to citizens across the nation. It is misguided and wrong.
Like most of my neighbors, I am dismayed at the scarcity of respect and protections extended to police officers in
your proposed reforms. While there is always room for improvement in policing, the proposed legislation has far
too many flaws. Of the many concerns, three, in particular, stand out and demand immediate attention, modification
and/or correction. Those issues are:
(1)
Due Process for all police officers: Fair and equitable process under the law. The appeal processes
afforded to police officers have been in place for generations. They deserve to maintain the right to appeal given to
all of our public servants.
(2)
Qualified Immunity: Qualified Immunity does not protect problem police officers. Qualified Immunity
is extended to all public employees who act reasonably and in compliance with the rules and regulations of their
respective departments, not just police officers. Qualified Immunity protects all public employees, as well as their
municipalities, from frivolously unrealistic lawsuits.
(3)
POSA Committee: The composition of the POSA Committee must include rank-and-file police officers.
If you’re going to regulate law enforcement, up to and including termination, you must understand law enforcement.
The same way doctors oversee doctors, lawyers oversee lawyers, teachers oversee teachers, law enforcement should
oversee law enforcement.
In closing, I remind you that those who protect and serve communities across Massachusetts are some of the most
sophisticated and educated law enforcement officials in the nation. Let me remind you that in 2015 President Obama
recognized the Boston Police Department as one of the best in the nation at community policing. I again implore
you to amend and correct S.2800 so as to treat the men and women in law enforcement with the respect and dignity
they deserve.
Sincerely,
Britany Caruso

