








COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHU ETTS

THE GENERAL COURT

STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 02133 105

To the People of Massachusetts

The accomplishments of the Massachusetts Senate this year are nothing to be quiet about, so
this Massachusetts Session Report has been prepared with a small amount of unabashed pride. But it
has also been prepared out of a continued sense of solemn duty to our civic responsibility to let the
people of the Commonwealth know what the work of the Senate h s been this year.

The report 1s comprehensive, providin more than mere h ghl hts of everythin we worked on
in the 189"™ General Court. We break down major bills and special committee work intc key, color-coded
categories. We have laid our work out in a way that we hope makaes it easily accessible and provides
enough content so that readers can understand each bill that was passed. But beneath the plain
language of bills, excerpts from editor als, quotes from advocates, and info raph cs you ind here sa
subtext that goes straight to the heart of the work we did. This work came from the people.

Every bill we drafted, everythin we debated, and everyth n we voted on came about because
we were working to make the Senate more r spons ve to the needs of he people. We be an our work
with Commonwealth Conversations and heard from our constituents across the Commonwealth, from
Williamstown to Boston and from Cape Ann to Cape Cod. We heard what people want from the
legislature, and we worked hard to draft and pass le islation that would meet those needs.

Fromincreasin our reliance on renewable energy to prov ding equal protection under the law
for transgender people, providin protect ons to make sure women and minorities et equal pay for
equal work, municipal modernization, support for emerg ng technolo ‘esl ke U er and Lyft, and passin
public records reform to make 1t faster and cheaper for he public to access public records, the enate
did ts job and passed le islat on so th t we can have a government that is truly by and for the people.

The list of accompl shment is too long for this letter, and that's another reason we have
produced this book. You w Il see addresses to websites, Twitter handles, and other ref rences for onl ne
information included. We hope that this helps bring more people into the proces of overnment. We
want to hear from you, and w Il continue our Commonwealth Conversations. If you have any que tions
or want to get involved, please let us khow.

Very truly your ,

% -
en te President Stan o en en te M nority Leader Bruce Tarr
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